
What does it mean to be in an honors course in the  
World Language Department? 

 
Honors courses allow ambitious students who meet the listed prerequisites to progress in their 
language studies at a more challenging, in-depth level. As honors courses receive a 1.05 or 1.10 
weighting, coursework and assessments will reflect higher expectations of student performance. 
 

How is classroom instruction different from that of a non-honors course? 
 

● Lessons are more student-led, and the teacher acts as a facilitator. Students may learn 
concepts through in-class investigations rather than direct instruction from the teacher. 

● Students interact with more extensive, higher-level vocabulary. 
● Lessons may include a greater emphasis on the cultures of the Francophone or Hispanic 

world. 
● Material is studied and mastery is expected at a quicker pace than in a non-honors 

course. 
● The teacher’s use of the target language reflects the ability of honors students. 
● Students speak in the target language with the teacher and classmates during all 

activities and informal conversations. 
● Students are expected to work more independently and collaboratively both inside and 

outside of class, to problem solve, to seek assistance when needed, and to participate 
regularly. 

 

What will a student encounter on assignments and assessments in an honors 
course? 
 

● Classwork, homework, and assessments focus on meaningful language and the quality 
of production. 

● Assignments and assessments require greater synthesis of information from a variety of 
authentic sources. 

● Students will complete more impromptu speaking and writing tasks. 
● Assessments do not allow for simple recall of information (multiple choice, word banks, 

etc.); instead, they require students to produce language. 
● Assignments may have fewer attempts allowed or require more extensive responses. 
● Students are encouraged to take risks with the language through elaboration, variety, 

originality, and personalization in spoken and written tasks. 
● Students are expected to produce work of a higher level of accuracy, creativity, and 

care. 
 
Please contact the World Language Department Chair or the student’s guidance counselor for 
additional information regarding French and Spanish honors courses. 


